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Title:  "Cityscapes Painting" 
Grades:  K-5 

MATERIALS: 
tempera paint set-up 
12"x 18" manila paper 
visuals 

OBJECTIVES: Students will... 
observe paintings of cityscapes by other artists. 
draw a skyline with the brush. 
use non-linear perspective (overlapping and size) to show depth. 
work from mass to detail, layering paint. 
develop brush handling skills. 
mix colors directly on the paper. 

DISCUSSION: 
Choose at least two cityscape paintings by different artists.  Ask students to point out similarities and differences. 
Artists chosen for this project were Faith Ringgold (born 1930) and Jacob Lawrence (born 1917).  Both are black artists, chosen in celebration of Black History Month (February).  Both live and work in Harlem, a part of New York City.  Both paintings chosen are views of Harlem.  Ms. Ringgold's work is from her book, Tar Beach, that she wrote and illustrated in 1988.  It is called "Tar Beach" because the family goes up to the roof of their building, which is coated with tar, and pretend that they are going to the beach with quilts and a picnic supper.  The girl in the story can fly.  You can see her flying in the picture.  Mr. Lawrence's work is called "This is Harlem". 
Look at the two paintings.  Raise your hand if you can tell me some things that are alike and some things that are different.  (In Lawrence's painting, it is daytime; there are brighter, warmer colors; people are out on the street, they are farther away; there are signs; there is a church; the buildings have more detail - fire escapes, roof and window molding; the artist's point of view is probably down lower like from a window of a building; there is no sky; there is a street and sidewalk.  In Ringgold's painting, it is night; the colors are cooler and more muted; the people are individuals painted larger and close-up; the buildings are very much the same with few details;  the artist's point of view is from a rooftop; there is a dark blue sky with stars; there is a bridge with lights; the are lights coming from some of the buildings.) 
We are going to paint a cityscape.  "Scape" comes from the word "scope" which means "to view or look" as in telescope, microscope, periscope, and kaleidoscope.  Any time you hear "scape" as part of an art word it means "a view of" whatever the first part of the word says.  A seascape is a view of the sea.  A landscape is a view of the land.  A cityscape is a view of the city. 

ACTIVITY: 
Review rules for using the paint.  Any misbehavior with any art supplies is an automatic time-out for the rest of class.  Rinse the brush every time you change colors.  Never mix colors in the jars.  Colors may be mixed on your art paper only, being sure to rinse between each color and after mixing.  When rinsing the brush, be sure to rinse thoroughly, removing all the paint from the brush.  Do this without sloshing, banging, or splashing.  After rinsing thoroughly, use your finger(s) and thumb to squeeze out any excess water.  Do not twist or pull on the bristles.  Excess water must be removed to prevent the paint from being too runny.  Do not shake, tap, or wipe the brush to remove water.  Those methods will not remove enough water, plus they are potentially messy and noisy.  After rinsing and removing the water from the brush, dip into the color you wish to use.  Wipe the drips off on the inside edge of the jar of paint.  Do not dip the brush into the paint and move directly to your paper.  Be sure to wipe the drips off first. 
Move students to as few tables as possible.  This saves on water and clean-up time.  Hand out paper and brushes.  If you have long sleeves roll them up to your elbows.  Stand up and scoot your chair under the table.  Standing up to paint allows you to reach and see the paint better.  Rinse your brush and squeeze out the water.  Choose any color to draw with.  You will use this color to lay out your painting.  Do not rinse or change color until the drawing is finished and it is time to fill in the colors. 
We are going to draw a skyline first.  A skyline is where the tops of the buildings appear to meet the sky.  If you have ever driven to a large city such as Birmingham or Atlanta, the first time you see the city you can see the outline of the tallest buildings as a shadow against the sky.  That is the skyline.  Start near the top of the page.  Draw a skyline across the top of the page.  Make some different and interesting shapes in your skyline.  Go all the way across the page (background).  Next, draw a line right near the bottom of the page.  This can be a sidewalk or street.  Draw building shapes that touch this line.  These are the buildings closest to you (foreground).  Draw some buildings that are between these and the skyline (middle ground).  The buildings should overlap and go all the way across the page.  Do not put much detail into the drawing, such as signs or windows and doors.  You should paint these areas first, then as the paint dries, go back and add the details last.  Point out examples in sample paintings.  For example, if you want to put in a bridge, paint the sky first, the after it dries some go back with another color and draw in the bridge.  If you draw the bridge first, then you have to paint in and around all those lines.  So, paint larger areas first then add the details later.  If you are finished drawing all the buildings, you may rinse your brush and squeeze the water out and begin to fill in your painting with any colors you want.  Be sure to rinse between colors. 
Clean-up:  Put brushes into the water cans.  Be sure everyone that is using that can is finished.  Bring up the can with the brushes.  I will rinse out the can, fill it with clean water, and give it back to you.  Take the can back to your table.  Do not put anything into the clean water.  It is for the next class. 

VOCABULARY: cityscape, skyline 

