FUTURE ARCHITECTURE

http://www.alifetimeofcolor.com/main.taf?p=2,2,1,2
You will need:
· scratch paper

· drawing paper

· Design® Drawing 3800 Pencils

· Pink Pearl® or Magic Rub® Eraser

· Sharpie® Ultra Fine Markers

· optional: 

· watercolor paints

· Prismacolor® Watercolor or Premier colored pencils 

This is an "Earthship." It is built from recycled materials: automobile tires, cardboard, cans, and bottles. The building catches water from the sky and reuses it four times in grey and contained sewage treatment planters. It is a house for the future! To learn more about Earthships, visit earthship.org
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What will houses of the future look like? Will people live on other planets? Or underground or under the sea? What new building materials will we use? Our lives may be very different in the future. Architecture must change as we change. Try to imagine what your future house could be!

1. Before you start drawing, imagine the future. Where will your house be built? What will your building site be like? What materials will you use to build? Will you use recycled materials or invent new ones? Will there be new ways to power your house? Will there be new ways your house functions? New rooms and spaces we don't have now? Who will live in your house? How many people? What form will your future house have? How will it look?

2. Take a piece of scratch paper and fold twice so you have four rectangles. Now draw at least for quick "thumbnail sketches" of what your house might look like.
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Photo courtesy of Michael Reynolds

Thumbnail sketches help you brainstorm. You may want to jot down notes to yourself to help you plan.

Hint: Thumbnail sketches are very quick, loose sketches. They will help you record and work through ideas without having to worry about making mistakes. Check out the Thumbnail Sketching Technique Demo  to learn more about how to make them.
3. Choose the thumbnail sketch you like the best and make a more complete sketch on another piece of scratch paper. Be sure include a background to show where your house is built!
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Artists make often many sketches before starting a final work!

4. Now draw a final version on drawing paper. Use a pencil and draw lightly so you can make changes.

5. When you are happy with your drawing, draw over the pencil lines with a Sharpie® Ultra Fine Marker.

6. Now add color with watercolor paints, Prismacolor® watercolor pencils and/or colored pencils.

7. Write a short description about your house and how you think the future will be. You can mount your drawing and paragraph together on a piece of colored paper for display.
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My future building is a passive solar, earth shelter house with lots of room to grow food. There are plenty of windows, so it doesn't feel like living underground! I also converted the yard to food growing space. I invented a water collector that also filters the rainwater. For electricity, there are plenty of "windmills." My house is built with materials found on the site and takes little wood.

