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Title:  "Modern Architecture: Skyscrapers" 
Grades:  K-5 

MATERIALS: 
12"x 18" white drawing paper 
stamps (made from wooden building blocks and sticky foam) 
black stamp pads 
crayons 
examples of finished work 

OBJECTIVES: Students will... 
learn about skyscrapers. 
create a skyscraper using block stamps. 
add color with crayons. 

DISCUSSION: 
Today we are going to build a skyscraper using block stamps.  Skyscrapers are buildings that are so tall they look as if they could scrape the sky!  The first skyscraper was built just over a hundred years ago in 1884-85.  It was built in Chicago, Illinois.  (The ten-story Home Insurance Building was demolished in 1931.)  The invention of the power passenger elevator made these tall buildings practical.  Skyscrapers are so heavy that they have to be built on bedrock, which is a layer of solid rock underneath the top layer of the earth.  The tallest skyscraper today is the Sears Tower in Chicago, Illinois.  It is 110 stories high. 

ACTIVITY: 
Come up around my table and I’ll show you how to use the stamps.  Each tray of stamps has a laminated sheet in the bottom which shows the twelve different shapes of stamps.  Each time you use a stamp replace it on the matching shape.  Each stamp has a number on the top.  The numbers are all the same and match the number on your table.  First, you need a pad of newspaper to put under your work.  This will help the stamps to print better, make your crayon go on smoother, and keep the table clean.  To ink the stamp, tap it gently several times on the stamp pad.  Place the stamp where you want it on your paper and press firmly.  You want the stamped area to be gray, not black, so you can add color with crayon later.  Notice the different ways the stamp can be used.  The square stamps can be turned to make diamonds.  The long triangles can be turned and combined several ways to make different designs.  (Demonstrate.)  Begin with the ground - the bedrock - for your skyscraper.  Different patterns and combinations can make the bedrock look more interesting.  Build your building from the ground up.  Make doorways, windows, and any interesting features you want.  Continue building until you reach the top of the page.  When you’re through stamping, close your stamp pad and make sure all the stamps are on their matching shapes in the tray.  Use crayon to complete your picture.  Add a background.  Color in the block shapes and the spaces.  Add copycat rainbow lines around the building if you want.  The whole page should be colored with crayon. 

VOCABULARY:   skyscraper, bedrock 

