http://www.hsv.k12.al.us/schools/art/dixon/architecture.htm
Title:  "Victorian Architecture: Drawing" 
Grades:  K-5 

MATERIALS: 
9"x 12" watercolor paper 
Expresso pens 
visuals and finished examples 

OBJECTIVES: Students will... 
know what an architect does. 
learn about the Victorian style of architecture. 
create a structure using visuals as references. 
draw architectural details. 

DISCUSSION: 
An architect is a person who designs buildings.  He makes a map of all the rooms called a floor plan.  He makes drawings of the outside of the building called elevations.  We are going to draw a front elevation of a Victorian house.  Victorian architecture was very popular during the time from 1860 to 1900.  It was called Victorian for Victoria who was Queen of England at that time.  The houses incorporated features that helped to cool and heat it and provide maximum light in the pre-electric age:  high ceilings, many large windows, porches, multiple fireplaces, and towers or turrets.  The style combines a simple wood building with a variety of forms, colors, textures, materials, and ornamentation.  The ornamentation was expressed in such terms as carpenter's lace, gingerbread trim, festooned bargeboard, finials, fretwork, balustrades, and a variety of shingles such as fish scale shingles. (Have visual examples of Victorian architecture to view during discussion.) 

ACTIVITY: 
Distribute paper.  Other materials should already be on tables.  Turn paper vertically.  Write your name at the bottom of the page.  Begin drawing at the top of the page with the roof.  Add a finial or two if you like.  Make a "copycat" line just inside each roof.  Draw designs and trim under the gables and eaves.  Add special shaped attic windows.  Stack shapes to make porch posts.  Add a tower, a balcony, and chimneys.  Draw a large rectangle for a door.  Add a frame, a unique window, door knob, and door panels. Draw lots of large rectangular or special shaped windows.  Add frames, glass, and curtains or shades.  Draw bricks or stones for the chimneys and foundation.  Add lines for the wood siding and shingles.  Draw a "ground line" from the sides of the house to the sides of the page.  Add some trees or bushes, a sun or moon, and a mailbox.  When everything is drawn, put away pens and visuals. 

VOCABULARY: architect, floor plan, elevation, Victorian architecture, trim 

