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Lesson: Victorian Splendor - Watercolor paintings
Grade level: upper elementary - thru middle school 
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Marianne is moving on to Ridgemont High School, Ridgeway, Ohio. She has this to say about her elementary architecture lesson. I did a lesson last year with fifth grade that turned out well involving Victorian architecture. We talked about houses in nearby towns (the county seat and the adjoining county seats - we live in a very rural area) where most had all seen these large ornate houses. I also made a handout for them to use showing some different basic architectural elements (arches, dormers, bay windows, gables, etc.) using the Illustrated Architecture Dictionary (http://ah.bfn.org/a/DCTNRY/vocab.html) as a resource. This was enough to get them started. We first drew in pencil the basic shapes, and then went over those and added details (shingles, siding, etc.) with Sharpie markers. After that, they water colored if time permitted. I told them it was not unusual for the Victorians to use bright combinations in their color schemes. Some of the boys took on a more medieval castle theme, but that was okay, too. 

  

Prior to this we had done a few days on 3-d art (cones, cylinders, cubes, etc.) so I was happy to see a few of those concepts reflected.
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