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Title:  "A Building of Shapes:  My Dream House" 
Grades:  K-5 

MATERIALS: 
12"x 18" colored construction paper 
9"x 12" colored construction paper 
6"x 9" colored construction paper 
scissors 
glue 
black markers 
paper scraps 

OBJECTIVES: Students will... 
cut freehand shapes such as rectangles, triangles, and circles. 
design a building with shapes. 
add details with paper scraps and markers. 

DISCUSSION: 
We are going to design a building with construction paper shapes.  You can design any sort of building you like.  You can make a tall building or a short one.  You can make an unusual building or and ordinary one.  Any building you choose will be the best if you add lots of details, such as windows, doors, roofs, columns, domes, arches - all those kinds of architecture shapes we have learned about this year.  I will choose "artists of the day" today.  The "artist of the day will get three sheets of different size and color paper to take home to build another building or to create something else. 

ACTIVITY: 
First, you need to choose your paper.  Choose one large sheet (12"x 18") for the background.  Next, choose a medium sized sheet (9"x 12") for the building.  Finally, choose a small sheet (6"x 9") for the roof and other details.  You can use scraps from the scrap box as you need them.  (Call the students up by tables to choose their paper.  After all students have chosen their paper, you may continue as follows.) 
We are going to cut the medium size paper into smaller rectangles.  Turn the paper the fat way (horizontally) and cut in half, like this.  (Demonstrate.)  Leave one half alone.  Take the other half, turn it the fat way (horizontally) and cut in half, like this.  (Demonstrate.)  Leave one half alone.  Take the other half and turn the fat way (horizontally) and cut in half, like this.  (Demonstrate.) 
Arrange the shapes any way you like on the large sheet of paper to create a building.  Do not glue anything until I tell you.  Next, use the small sheet to cut out a roof shape.  You may want to have more than one roof.  Use any of your own scraps or scraps from the scrap box to make windows and doors and other details, such as bushes, trees, clouds, fences, door knobs, or chimneys - whatever pleases you as the architect.  Arrange the pieces the way you want them.  Try them some different ways.  Once you decide how you want them then glue them down.  Remember to use a skinny line of glue around the outside edge of the shape. 
You may add some lines for details with the marker.  Do not color in solid areas with the marker.  The marker is to be used only for lines.  Be careful not to draw with the marker over glue.  The glue will ruin the marker.  Put your name at the bottom of the page. 
(Clean up:  Allow 5 minutes for "artist of the day" selection and clean-up.  Choose one girl and one boy for "artists of the day".  Give them the three different size and color sheets of paper to take with them.  Keep the "artist of the day" work.  Clean-up by putting glue and markers in the correct baskets and throwing away tiny scraps and saving large, uncrumpled scraps in the scrap box.  The first table to clean up will be the first to line up.  Call the other tables to line up as they are cleaned.) 
