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Abstract Architecture PaintingSubmitted by: Ken Schwab, Leigh High School, San Jose CA 
Unit: Design - Painting - Architecture Study  
 Lesson Plan: Non-objective design using architecture.
Grade Level: High School -  Suitable for grades 7 thru 12
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Objectives:   students will 

· Study architectural elements

· Develop a strong composition from an interior photograph. 

· Explore color planning - develop a painting with a variety of values -experiment with sponge paint technique

· Exhibit craftsmanship in hard edged style painting

Materials: 

Scrap paper for viewfinders - 
Assorted photographs of interiors (own school might be nice to try) 12 x 18 newsprint for planning (cut down to size needed)- illustration board cut to size (poster board may be used). tempera paints, brushes, small plastic dishes, paint palettes (mixing trays),  removable tape, sponges

Resources:

· Richard Diebenkorn  (American Abstract Painter, 1922-1993) - Artchive - Art & Culture
· Many abstract interiors online - poster images Ocean Park are more hard-edged.

· Building Views: Architectural constructions - Architectural abstractions - photographs by Laura Joy Lustig

· Photocopies of architectural interiors

Instruction:

1. Present the work of Richard Diebenkorn (or abstract hard edge painter of choice). 

2. Review use of view finder to find an interesting composition - review principles of design 

3. Review color planning. 

4. Demonstrate painting techniques. 

Procedures:

This is a project that uses a finder to see a composition using architectural design and resource. 

1. Make a finder that is a ratio of 2 x 3, 4 x 5, 3 x 4, etc. and pass it over the picture looking for the principles of design and for an interesting composition.

2. After looking at the work of Richard Diebenkorn use his sense of interpreting the shapes and angle of the room to the simplest lines and shapes.

3. Enlarge this finder idea to a larger rectangle of the same proportion.

4. On the smaller picture create a value pattern for the design using at least 4 values.

5. Transfer  (with graphite) the image to illustration board.

6. Select a color scheme from the 4 given to you;

a. Complimentary Pairs

b. Double Complimentary pair.

c. Split Complimentary

d. Analogous

7. Work on a color scheme worksheet to choose 10 colors that range in value from very dark to almost white.

8. Mix these colors and put them into small containers with lids.

9. By using the value pattern you did previously, start to paint the shapes keeping the edges hard by using removable tape.  You can make gradations or use sponging for different textures.

10. Remember the principles of design and establish a focal point, balance of colors and values, lead the eye through the format with directional movement and rhythm.

