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Title:  "Architectural Elements:  Archishapes" 
Grades:  K-5 

MATERIALS: 
12"x 18" white drawing paper 
black markers 
crayons 
archishape templates 
posters or photos of buildings 

OBJECTIVES: Students will... 
learn that basic shapes are used to make buildings. 
learn that there are special shapes used just for architecture. 
learn the terms: arch, dome, and column. 
observe shapes in photos of buildings. 
create buildings using shape templates. 
create background settings for their buildings. 

DISCUSSION: 
Last week we made a drawing of the house or apartment where we live.  We used simple shapes to make those houses - mostly squares, rectangles and triangles.  Other special shapes are sometimes used to make a building. 
One shape I used when I drew my house was a column.  A column is a sort of post used to hold up a roof.  It can be used instead of a wall to hold up a roof.  My house had columns to hold up the porch roof.  Columns provide support for the roof without closing in the space.  Columns can be different shapes.  They are usually rectangular or cylindrical. 
Another shape that can be used in designing a building is an arch.  An arch has the shape of half a circle with long sides.  Sometimes it is pointed at the top.  An arch is usually used to create opening such as windows, doors, or halls.  Large arches can form the ceiling in a room. 
Another shape that is similar to the arch is a dome.  A dome looks like a half-circle from the front, but it is really half of a sphere, or ball, sort of an upside-down bowl shape.  A dome is really lots of arches that cross over each other.  A dome is used as a roof. 
Look at the buildings in these pictures.  The pyramids are what basic shape?  Triangle.  The shapes that make up Stonehenge are...rectangles.  The rectangles are sort of like columns.  (Other examples I had available were the Taj Mahal, St. Basil's Cathedral, the United States Capitol Building, and the Eiffel Tower.) 

ACTIVITY: 
Today you will create your own building using the simple shapes we have discussed and seen in these buildings.  (Demonstrate.)  Use the marker to draw.  Begin with a ground line.  Then trace the shapes in any way you wish to create your own building or buildings.  Use them like building blocks.  Stack them up on top of each other.  Overlap them.  Use just part of a shape.  Add to the shapes.  Add decorations and designs.  After you finish the buildings, add a background.  Make some hills, trees, clouds, and a sun.  Or make some lines that look like a city in the distance.  Add clouds or a moon and stars.  Write your name at the bottom of the page.  After the drawing is complete, add color to your picture with crayons.  (Older students can use shading techniques.) 

VOCABULARY:  column, arch, dome  

