http://www.hsv.k12.al.us/schools/art/dixon/architecture.htm
Title:  Architecture: "Cityscape Mural" 
Grades:  K-5 

MATERIALS: 
6'- 8' of roll paper (any color) 
9"x 12" and 6"x 9" and 3"x 12" construction paper (assorted colors) 
scraps 
scissors 
glue 
Black marker or crayon (optional) 

OBJECTIVES: Students will... 
review murals. 
develop cutting and gluing skills. 
learn that an architect is an artist who designs buildings. 
use simple shapes to create architecture. 
use contrasting colors. 
cooperate in creating a class mural. 

DISCUSSION: 
Review and discuss murals.  Ask what we call a person who designs buildings.  An architect is an artist who designs buildings.  Today each of you will be an architect.  You are commissioned to design one building for the new city of "(use teacher’s name as part of a city name)". 

ACTIVITY: 
After you create your building bring it to me and I will write your name on it and glue it to the mural.  You can then use your scraps to make something extra for the city such as a car or airplane, person or animal, flower or tree, stop sign or traffic signal, etc.  I will glue these extra things up after all the buildings have been glued to the mural. 
Each student chooses three contrasting colors of construction paper (9"x 12" for building and 6"x 9" and 3"x 12" for roof, windows, doors, etc.).  as an example:  Cut larger sheet approximately in half vertically.  Stack them to make a tall building.  Cut off a section to shorten it or to add a single story section or to stack for an even taller building.  Glue sections together.  Use smaller contrasting piece to cut various shapes for roof, windows, doors, etc.  Glue to building.  Any shape or type of building can be created.  Buildings should not be just a rectangle shape.  You can label your building as a bank or school or whatever you choose. 
While students are creating their buildings, instructor attaches roll paper to wall or bulletin board and draws streets, roads, overlapping hills, a sun, clouds, etc.  With instructor help, the students put glue on back of buildings and place on roll paper.  Scraps can be used to make trees, cars, people, etc.  Details may be added with markers. 

VOCABULARY: mural, architect, contrast 

